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This is another prosperous year for Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council. During

the year more services were delivered that improved the livelihood to Lockhart

community. The Annual Report will provide an overview of Council’s performance

and statement of wealth for the period 1 July 2017 – 30 June 2018.

In this report, Council’s achievements for the financial year will be highlighted

including the challenges encountered during the same period. Generally, the Council

experienced expansion in its operations and construction of new infrastructure

assets. The capacity of the Council to undertake this was tested and proven. Several

methodologies were used to accomplish such works in collaboration with

subcontracting partners. We are proud of the outcome and we will keep doing it.

The role of the Council of being accountable to the community residents did not

waiver and the intent of this report is to show how each role was fulfilled. The

Council’s obligations to other parties like Staff, Councillors, Government

Departments and other interested groups was no less during the year.

To achieve its objectives, Council uses a range of tools like our 5-Year Corporate

Plan, our Operational Plan, and our Budgeting Tool. We use these to keep us on

track and focused on delivery.

Copies of these documents are available in our website along with our Annual Report

and the Council’s Financial Statements. The can be accessed at any time free of

charge electronically on Council website www.lockhart.qld.gov.au.

Like any organisation we are not perfect and can improve. Our Chief Executive

Officer encourages feedback and comments on our services and as such they should

be directed to him on 07 4060 7144 or email ceo@lockhart.qld.gov.au.

Please spare a moment of your time to read and enjoy this annual report presented

herein.
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF STAFF

68 Full time equivalent employees
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51% male

49% female

Population
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5 4 Male

1 Female

Governance Team
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OUR MISSION

- Strong Puuya, 
- Strong Culture, 
- Strong Future

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT

To lead, strengthen and serve the 

community by providing high quality 

level of services as well as providing 

opportunities for you and me.

OUR GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES AND 

VALUES

The commitment of the elected 

representatives and officers of the 

Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire 

Council to its residents is 
underpinned by the following 

principles:-

*Respect 
*Honesty 
*Integrity 

*Working and Learning together 

*Fairness 
*Being positive
*Respect of Culture 

*Accountability
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Road Transport
Internal roads within the community are
bitumen sealed. Other access roads in the
shire are unsealed and pose considerable
challenge during the wet season. Major
transporters provide road services to the
area during the dry period.

Accommodation
Accommodation is available at the following places.  
• Iron Range Cabins Airport Tel: 074060 7147 (Preferred)
• Puucheewoo at Piiramo Street Tel: 074060 7134
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It is strongly 
recommended that 
visitors who intend to 
stay in Lockhart River 
make reservation at least 
one month to the date of 
arrival as there is 
competition for 
accommodation.

Puuya Centre
The Puuya Centre is the focal point of
community development, culture and capacity
building activities training, counseling meetings,
therapy, group work and story sharing. Puuya
means Life Force in Kuku Ya’u language. It is a
convenient facility for group meetings away
from town centre.



St James

The Saint James 
Anglican church 
has a big hall 
which is used for 
most community 
functions. The 
church was built by 
Lockhart River 
people in 1971-73.

��
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Post Office Services
The Australian Post is responsible for the daily
banking activities in the community. Everyday
transactions are available. The Bank opens between
9:00 am and 3.00 pm each day. There are two ATMs
in the Community. One located at the Council
Administration office and the other in the Retail Store
Complex.
Post office is open each afternoon from 1:00 pm to
3:00 pm.
These services are operated by the Council.

Alcohol Management Plan
Lockhart River is what is considered under the
Queensland Government liquor licensing as a
restricted area with zero carriage limit. This
means that the community including the airport is
totally dry and no alcohol is allowed. No local
brew is allowed as well. For more information
please see
http://www.atsip.qld.gov.au/communities/alchol-
limits/alchol-reforms/fag.html
There are serious penalties for breaching the
alcohol limits. Police have the power to stop and
search all vehicles, boats, aircrafts etc. coming
into a restricted area.

Parks and beaches
There is Ivy Park with safe playing equipment
located near the Retail Store.
BMX track is accessible and located near the
Council Chambers.
Football oval is located next to the Community Hall
and suitable for all field sports.
Esplanade is located at the Quintell Beach area
with a BBQ shelter.

Power
Electricity in the Community is generated by Ergon
Energy.
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Cr Wayne 
Butcher 
Mayor

12 2 14 $102,020 $11,950 $37,060 Vehicle
,

Laptop, 
iPhone 
& iPad

Cr Norman 
Bally

D/Mayor

12 2 14 $58,857 $6,894 $13,923 Vehicle
,

iPhone 
& iPad

Cr Paul Piva
Councillor

11 2 13 $51,009 $5,975 $7,968 iPad

Cr Dorothy 
Hobson

Councillor

11 2 13 $51,009 $5,975 $5,224 iPad,
iPhone

*Cr Darren 
Macumboy 
Councillor

6 1 7 $33,107 $4,730 $2,394 iPad

**Cr
Marshall 
Symonds
Councillor

0 0 0 $10,347 $1,111 $1,122 iPad

* Cr Darren Macumboy sworn into office on the 14th November 2018

** Cr Marshall Symonds resigned from position as Councillor on the 24th August 2018
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Corporate Services team had a very successful year

that listed several achievements towards creating

sustainable systems to provide effective and reliable

support to other departments

 Implementation of new accounting software is

underway with SynergySoft to replace PCS

 New fibre optic network and upgraded twin

computer servers

 Unmodified audit opinion on the financial

statements for the year ended 30 June 2018.

 Annual Operational Plan and Budget delivered

on 31 July 2018

 Australia Post commenced banking services to

replace Commonwealth Bank Agency in the

community

 The Council constructed a new Fibre Optic

infrastructure that reliably networked entire

Council work sites

 Very successful school kids program for casual

employment during the school holidays.
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(a) Capital expenditure during the year includes:-

Plant and Equipment $681,635

Buildings and Housing $563,407

Roads and Bridge Network Infrastructure $8,622,710

Other Infrastructure $932,082

Furniture and office equipment $157,836

Water Infrastructure $96,686

Work in Progress $708,826

Total capital expenditure $11,763,182
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Actual  $ Budget $ Actual  $

2018 2018 2017

Revenues (excl. income for capital purposes) 13,892,311 13,055,160 14,163,351 

Expenditure (13,087,616) (12,739,182) (17,139,591)

Net Result before Capital Grants & 

Contributions 804,695 315,978 (2,976,240)

Capital Grants & Contributions 9,626,351 10,084,900 15,569,270

Capital expenses (1,073,896) - (27,935)

Net Result 9,357,150 10,400,878 12,565,094
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Council’s recurrent revenue for the year 
2017-18

Council’s recurrent expenditure for the year 2017-18
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Actual $ Actual $

2018 2017

The major items that make up Council's wealth include the 

following assets:

Available Cash & Investments **** 10,187,745 12,156,711    

Debtors 1,883,322   1,402,140      

Inventories 306,376      285,348         

Other financial assets - Current 288,340      283,545         

Other financial assets - Non Current 9,659,733   9,461,520      

Infrastructure, Property, Plant & Equipment

- Capital Work in Progress 937,822      1,217,708      

- Land 1,100,000   1,100,000      

- Buildings 10,428,531 10,323,118    

- Housing 8,085,954   8,055,797      

- Plant and Equipment 1,447,085   1,007,679      

- Furniture and office equipment 229,842      104,753         

- Road, Drainage and Bridge Network 44,567,164 36,095,506    

- Water 3,391,695   3,390,850      

- Sewerage 3,566,109   3,622,356      

- Other Infrastructure Assets 3,478,367   2,346,704      

99,558,085 90,853,735    

Council has funded some of its operations and assets by the 

following liabilities:

Trade and other payables 2,902,328   4,653,944      

Current provisions 69,938        73,980           

Non-current provisions 1,756,104   1,372,479      

4,728,370   6,100,403      

Net Community Equity 94,829,720 84,753,337    

***Cash & Investments "restricted" for future funding purposes 3,506,315   3,826,491      
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3.3 Council's Key Financial Figures - A Snapshot

A summary of some key financial figures over the past 5 years lets you see some overall

trends.

Key Financial Figures over the past 5 years (Consolidated)

Financial Performance Figures ($) 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

Inflows:

Fees & Charges 142,823           133,304      121,790      116,069      111,821      

Other revenue 501,500           98,916        1,681,091   166,166      244,557      

Rental Income 205,954           251,055      417,708      418,245      681,075      

Interest Received 184,334           121,783      176,110      77,487        72,354        

Sales Revenue 6,428,169        6,172,982   7,616,782   7,404,352   3,807,880   

Grants, Subsidies, Contributions & Donations

- Operating & Capital 16,055,882      22,954,581 18,189,221 10,144,837 6,949,836   

Total Income from Continuing Operations 23,518,662      29,732,621 28,202,702 18,327,156 11,867,523 

Sale Proceeds from PP&E -                     -                -                42,182        57,056        

Finance lease receipts 283,545           272,719      256,814      343,838      50,860        

Outflows:

Employee Benefits 4,584,181        4,750,916   4,547,114   3,967,194   4,203,082   

Materials & Services 6,454,383        9,903,290   9,800,996   4,453,118   3,971,537   

Finance Costs (13,682)           (63,152)       37,375        114,719      541            

Total Expenses from Continuing Operations 11,024,882      14,591,054 14,385,485 8,535,031   8,175,160   

Total Cash purchases of PP&E 11,763,183      15,688,840 6,445,208   5,028,936   4,620,991   

Operating Surplus/(Deficit) (excl. Capital Income & Expenditure) 804,695           (2,976,240)  3,458,964   7,770,981   (7,507,304)  

Financial Position Figures ($) 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

Current Assets 12,665,782      14,127,744 12,023,689 7,869,023   4,682,708   

Current Liabilities 2,972,266        4,727,924   2,064,126   2,538,265   1,569,097   

Net Current Assets 9,693,516        9,399,820   9,959,563   5,330,758   3,113,611   

Cash & Cash Equivalents 10,187,745      12,156,711 8,842,350   4,855,783   3,104,374   

Total Gross Value of PP&E (excl. Land) 107,359,517    94,766,985 80,965,338 76,166,356 71,513,500 

Total Accumulated Depreciation 31,226,949      28,602,514 29,559,416 17,117,771 20,520,813 

Total Written Down Value of PP&E (excl. Land) 76,132,568      66,164,471 51,405,922 59,048,585 50,992,687 

Indicative Remaining Useful Life (as a % of GBV) 71% 70% 63% 78% 71%

Source: Published audited financial statements of Council (current year & prior year annual f inancial statements)
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Financial Sustainability Indicators (Consolidated)
 for the year ended 30 June 

Actual Actual Actual Budget Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 Yr 7 Yr 8

Target 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Ratio
Operating Surplus Ratio 0 - 10% 14% -21% 6% 1% 2% 3% 5% 6% 7% 10% 11% 13%

Asset Sustainability Ratio > 90% 158% 355% 203% 152% 73% 90% 110% 47% 72% 84% 110% 50%

Net Financial Liabilities Ratio < 60% -45% -57% -57% -38% -58% -60% -60% -60% -65% -56% -62% -58%

Long Term Financial Plan Projections
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